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(2)  Among the Egyptians :

Adultery was looked upon as a sin in ancient Egypt. The
didactic papyri warns against adultery as well as fornication.
Ptahhotep says, "if thou desirests to prolong friendship in a house
which thou enterest as master, as colleague, or as friend, or
wheresoever, thou entereth, avoid approaching the woman; no place
prospereth where that is done.25 The story of Ubaaner turns on the
infidelity of his wife with a peasant who is eventually handed over
to magic, crocodile to devour; the woman being taken to the north-
side of the palace (a place of public assembly) and burned and her
ashes cast into the river.26 In the new Kingdom story of the two
brothers, Bito, the younger brother is solicited by the wife of the
elder brother Anup but Bito reproves her with the words "thou art
as a mother unto me, and thy husband as a father". Anup, when
convinced of her guilt slew her and cast her to dogs. What the
legal penally for adultery in real life was, or by whom it was exacted,
is, however, not known. The marriage contract, however, laid down
that in case of divorce on adultery, the husband had no obligation
whatsoever, towards the wife. In the marriage contracts of
Ptolemaic date written in Greek, adultery and all forms of conjugal
infidelity are forbidden to both husband and wife.27

(3)  Among the Greeks :

In Athens, adultery on the part of the wife implied criminal
intercourse with any man other than her husband and on the part
of the husband, it was similarly a criminal intercourse with the
mother, sister or wife of a fellow-citizen and with his concubine, if
she were a native Athenian.28 If the husband caught the offender
flagrante delicto, he might kill him at once.29 If the offender
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28.      Dam Aristocr. p.637, 53.
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